
Dems make wrong difference
Editor:

After reading a recent letter to the editor in the Dis-
patch entitled “Democrats making a difference,” I was 
very amused by it. The writer was right, Democrats are 
making a difference. However, the difference is heading 
America in the wrong direction.

The writer mentioned workers and voter rights. To vote 
in our elections, the voter must be a proven U.S. citizen. 
As a citizen, I don’t want an invading illegal voting in our 
elections. Yes, I agree every vote must be counted, but that 
vote must be made by a U.S. citizen. Democratic leader-
ship want every vote counted regardless of citizenship.

I also agree with the writer that as of this date, America 
is not involved in a police action nor in a shooting war, 
but looking back at the retreat from Afghanistan just one 
year ago, it was a shameful and disgraceful action that 
cost 13 Americans their precious lives and left thousands 
of Americans and Allied personnel stranded in Taliban 
control without any help or support from the U.S. govern-
ment to escape to safety.

Left behind also was an estimated $80 billion of the 
best military equipment in the world and the abandonment 
of the largest fully equipped and operational military 
airbase in the world, which has weakened our ability to 
defend America’s interests whenever it is challenged.

The FBI and the DOJ are being used to control and 
stop Americans from exercising their constitutional rights 
of expressing any opposition to the Democrat socialist 
agenda, and of course mass media censors any opposition 
opinions contrary to the administration’s narrative.

America is at a crossroads, our vote this November will 
determine which fork will guide America into the future 
and I know that Texas is closer to the pumps than Saudi 
Arabia is, so my vote will be “R.”

Ed Van Blaricum, Casa Grande

Republican Party changed
Editor:

I read a letter from an old paper that described Republi-
cans as the party that wanted lower taxes and less govern-
ment and my brain went “what the heck has happened to 
those admirable goals?”

We now have a Republican Party that is demanding that 
the government be in your doctor’s office telling you what 

you can and cannot do. They want the government to be in 
your bedroom telling you who you can marry and how many 
children you can have and what kind of birth control you 
can access. We have a Republican running for governor who 
wants the government to put surveillance cameras in every 
school classroom to ensure teachers don’t say anything bad 
about slavery or the Civil War, or any topic that might make 
anyone feel uncomfortable. We have Republicans who want 
a national religion so we all pray to the same God in the 
same way. This is more Republican government for you and 
me than I have ever experienced in my lifetime.

The only place where Republicans don’t want govern-
ment is telling corporations not to dump their waste in 
all our rivers, or contaminate our aquifers with chemicals 
when fracking for natural gas, or poisoning the air we 
breathe with industrial smog. They don’t want the govern-
ment to stop oil companies from price gouging.

Makes me rather proud to say I am, for the most part, 
a liberal Democrat that values those individual rights for 
choice in all medical, educational and personal matters. 
I want my government to protect the environment we all 
must share. I want my government to protect us all from 
the financial abuses of corporations seeking huge profits 
at the expense of average people. I value the few Republi-
can leaders who have the courage to value honesty and the 
rule of law over personal political manipulation.

Yvonne Esther Johnson, Casa Grande

Vote for what’s good for state
Editor:

The primary vote in November will be an indication of 
America’s future. A fact to consider: Mark Kelly voted for 
87,000 new IRS agents and 0 new Border Patrol agents. He 
supports big government, not Arizona. By the way, the new 
agents will be armed and required to sign a letter saying they 
are willing to use lethal force. Now there’s a scary thought.

Four hundred thousand illegals crossed the border 
recently, coming from countries all over the world. Voters 
also need to consider whether the cost of groceries and 
gas has gotten higher or lower in the last year and a half. 
Vote for what is good for you and Arizona.

Nancy McEvoy, Casa Grande

There has been a surge of optimism among Democrats 
lately when it comes to November’s midterm elections. The 
short version of the thinking is: Maybe we’re not going to 
get clobbered after all! But much of their hope is still likely 
in vain. For one reason: President Joe Biden.

It’s true that so-called generic ballot polling has moved a 
few points in the Democrats’ direction. The generic ballot 
question is: If the election were held today, would you 
vote for the Republican or the Democratic candidate for 
your representative in Congress? In the RealClearPolitics 
average of polls, the Republican Party has led in the generic 
ballot question since late last year. At one point, in Febru-
ary, the GOP lead was 4 points. For much of the summer, 
it’s been 2 points. But recently, Democrats have been catch-
ing up, and at the moment the two parties are essentially 
tied in the RCP average, with Republicans at 44.2% and 
Democrats at 44%.

In the Senate, Democrats do have some reason for 
optimism about keeping their 50-50 tie, which, with the 
Democratic vice president, gives them operational control. 
Former President Donald Trump has pushed weak can-
didates in a few key races — Georgia and Pennsylvania 
foremost among them — who might end up costing Repub-
licans their chance to win control of the Senate. There has 
been much discussion about Trump’s clout in GOP prima-
ries, but of course, the final test is whether his candidates 
actually get elected.

The problem is, the House still looks bad for Democrats. 
And perhaps the biggest reason is this: A president’s job 
approval rating is a critical indicator, perhaps the best single 
indicator, of how well his party will do in midterm elections 
for the House. And Biden’s job approval rating is still low 
and unlikely to rise out of the danger zone in the next 2 1/2 
months.

History is the evidence. There have been a dozen mid-
term elections since 1974. The president’s party gained 
seats in just two of them. One was 2002, when the nation 
was on war footing under President George W. Bush and 
voters were not in the mood to challenge presidential lead-
ership. Bush’s job approval at election time was 63%. Even 
with that, his party picked up only six seats. But of course 
the real news was that the GOP did not lose seats.

The other example was 1998, when President Bill 
Clinton was being impeached by Republicans — a very 
unpopular move on the GOP’s part. Clinton’s job approval 
rating soared to 66%, and Democrats picked up five seats. 
Republicans, who thought they would gain a bunch of 
seats, were stunned.

Even a president with high approval ratings can lose 
seats. It happened in 1986, when Ronald Reagan’s job 
approval rating was 63% — really good — and the Repub-
lican Party still lost five seats. In 1990, George H.W. Bush’s 
rating was 58%, and his party lost eight seats.

The bottom line is that a high job approval rating can 
protect a president against blowout midterm losses. On the 
other hand, when a president’s rating goes down, bad things 
happen for his party. Look at a few examples, all with 
numbers from the Gallup poll: In 2010, Barack Obama’s 
job approval rating was 45%, and his party lost 63 seats 
in the House. In 1994, Clinton’s rating was 46%, and his 

party lost 53 House seats. 
In 2018, Trump’s rating 
was 41%, and his party 
lost 40 seats in the House. 
In 1982, Reagan’s rating 
was 42%, and his party 
lost 26 seats. In 2006, 
George W. Bush’s rating 
was 38%, and his party 
lost 30 seats.

Biden’s job approval 
rating at the moment is 
41.2% in the RealClear-
Politics average of polls. 
The numbers are very 
similar with a different 
mix of polls at FiveThirtyEight, where Biden’s approval 
rating is 40.7%.

Biden’s approval rating at day 581 of his presidency is 
lower than any other president since World War II, with 
the exceptions of Jimmy Carter and Harry Truman. Even 
Trump, whose ratings were low his entire presidency, had 
a higher approval at this point in his term than Biden does 
now.

History says a president with a job approval rating of 
41% will not see midterm gains. He just won’t. But sup-
pose Biden’s approval rating goes up. What would happen 
then? The answer is — it’s not gonna happen. Note this 
from the elections analyst Nathan Gonzales: “Looking back 
more than 70 years, there has not been a single president 
who substantially improved his job approval rating from 
late January/February of a midterm election year to late 
October/early November. “In the last 18 midterm elections 
going back to Harry Truman in 1950, the average presi-
dent’s job approval rating dropped 8 points between this 
time of year and Election Day.”

In the RealClearPolitics average, Biden’s job approval 
was 41.2% on Feb. 1. It is 41.2% now. That’s what Gon-
zales was talking about. Biden is right where he was at the 
beginning of February. That’s not likely to substantially 
change by election day.

Nevertheless, some Democrats are feeling optimism. 
Even though Biden is no better off than he was in Febru-
ary, he is more than 4 points better than last month, when 
he hit an all-time low of 36.8% in the RCP average. In 
the FiveThirtyEight average, Biden has risen from a low 
of 37.5% to today’s 40.7%, an increase of 3.2 points. Are 
those improvements big enough to change midterm results? 
Not when the president remains stuck in the low 40s.

Finally, the story might perhaps be more accurately told 
by another tweet, this one from the Washington Examiner’s 
David Drucker, that gets at the wishful thinking that can 
occur in the weeks and months before an election. “Mid-
term cycles since ‘06 have certain rhythm,” Drucker wrote. 
“1) Maybe POTUS’ party will avoid losses. 2) Things look 
good for the out party. 3) Things look REALLY good for 
the out party. 4) Hold on, maybe POTUS’ party won’t lose 
as many seats as thought. 5) Could POTUS’ party avoid 
wipeout? 6) WIPEPOUT.” That is still the most likely 
scenario.
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EDITORIAL

Pinal County voters on the November ballot will 
have an opportunity to fund major improvements 
to roads and highways that are needed severely. 
The voters approved the same half-cent sales tax 
increase five years ago, but it was rejected by the 
Arizona Supreme Court on a technicality. The plan 
that was approved in 2017 still exists, along with 
the structure of the Pinal Regional Transportation 
Authority.

Earlier this year, the Arizona Legislature funded 
the county’s biggest transportation need, widen-
ing Interstate 10 from Casa Grande to Chandler. 
Federal dollars are likely to be added. Getting 
this funding required a long wait. Unfortunately, 
dollars for other major projects, beyond routine 
maintenance, are not coming. Proposition 469 is a 
pretty easy answer. That is the same method that 
allowed Maricopa County to add so many new 
freeways over recent decades.

The planning that went into the 20-year propos-
al, done in previous years, calls for some major 
connectors between cities. It also has projects for 
most of the cities and towns in the county. The 
plan includes:
n adding two more lanes to State Route 347 

north of Maricopa
n a 21-mile East-West Roadway corridor con-

necting Maricopa with Casa Grande, which adds a 
route to I-10
n a 36-mile North-South Parkway corridor 

between U.S. 60 and the Kortsen-Kleck roadway 
alignment in Coolidge
n an I-10 interchange at Kortsen Road in Casa 

Grande
n about 50 miles of regional roadway improve-

ments for connectivity and economic development
n about 100 new lane miles in the county for 

arterial and local roadways
n right of way preservation for the future I-11 

between the Pinal-Maricopa County line and I-8
n right of way for the remaining 15-mile 

segment of the North-South Parkway between 
Coolidge and I-10
n park and ride facilities throughout the county
n expansion of dial-a-ride services and existing 

transit systems
n local road projects in Eloy, Superior, Mam-

moth and Kearny
Most people in the county know that roads have 

gotten more crowded, despite improvements that 
local government has been able to make. The 
growth that is occurring now could make that 
substantially worse, and that includes emergency 
services. A “yes” vote on Prop. 469 will mean a 
better quality of life for people in Pinal County.

— Donovan Kramer Jr.

Biden still dragging his party down

‘Yes’ on road tax


